RESOLUTION NO. ______
Recognition, Financial Participation, and Representation of Ethnic Fellowship Ministers and Churches
WHEREAS, the Midwest District Council of the Assemblies of God affirms the biblical mandate to reach all nations with the gospel of Jesus Christ; and
WHEREAS, the Midwest District Council maintains an open posture toward the planting of Ethnic Fellowship churches and the inclusion of Ethnic Fellowship ministers within the life and ministry of the District; and
WHEREAS, while the Midwest District Council maintains a primary ministry focus among Hispanic communities, it also recognizes the universal call of the Church to reach people of every nation, culture, and language; and
WHEREAS, the Assemblies of God recognizes various Ethnic Fellowships which serve to strengthen ministry among specific cultural and language communities; and
WHEREAS, the Midwest District Council desires to provide clear guidelines regarding the participation, financial responsibilities, and representation of Ethnic Fellowship ministers and churches within the District;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Bylaws of the Midwest District Council of the Assemblies of God be amended by adding a section titled:
Ethnic Fellowship Ministers and Churches
to read as follows:
Section 1. Definitions
Minister / Midwest District Minister: Any Assemblies of God credential holder credentialed by the Midwest District Council, or a non-credentialed lead pastor serving as lead pastor of a Midwest District Council church (General Council Affiliated, District Affiliated, or Parent Affiliated).
Ethnic Fellowship Minister: Any minister who is an official member of a recognized Assemblies of God Ethnic Fellowship.
Ethnic Fellowship Church: Any church that is an official member of a recognized Assemblies of God Ethnic Fellowship.
Section 2. General Disposition
The Midwest District Council shall maintain an open posture toward the credentialing of Ethnic Fellowship ministers and the planting of Ethnic Fellowship churches.
While the District recognizes a primary ministry focus among Hispanic communities, it also affirms the universal call of the Church to reach all nations.
Ethnic Fellowship ministers and churches serving within the Midwest District shall be welcomed as valued partners in ministry.
Section 3. Financial Requirements for Ethnic Fellowship Ministers
Ethnic Fellowship ministers who are Midwest District Council ministers shall support the Midwest District Council in accordance with Article XI, Section A of the Midwest District Council Bylaws, and shall also be subject to the guidelines established within the Midwest District Council Financial Support Policy.
These requirements shall be identical for every Midwest District Council minister, regardless of affiliation with an Ethnic Fellowship.
Section 4. Financial Requirements for Ethnic Fellowship Churches
Ethnic Fellowship churches that are Midwest District Council churches shall support the Midwest District Council in accordance with Article XI, Section B of the Midwest District Council Bylaws, and shall also be subject to the guidelines established within the Midwest District Council Financial Support Policy.
These requirements shall be identical for every Midwest District Council church, regardless of affiliation with an Ethnic Fellowship.
Section 5. Offerings from the Midwest District Council to Ethnic Fellowships
The Midwest District Council shall send sixty percent (60%) of ministers’ dues and church dues received from Ethnic Fellowship ministers and Ethnic Fellowship churches that are a part of the Midwest District Council to the Ethnic Fellowship of which the minister or church is an official member.
These offerings shall be sent without specific designation and may be used by the Ethnic Fellowship according to its own policies and ministry priorities.
Section 6. Intention Regarding New Ethnic Fellowship Ministers and Churches
This resolution is intended to encourage and welcome the credentialing of new Ethnic Fellowship ministers and the establishment of new Ethnic Fellowship churches within the Midwest District Council.
This policy is not intended to recruit or solicit the transfer of existing Ethnic Fellowship ministers or churches from other districts.
Transfers shall not be actively solicited by the Midwest District Council or any of its ministers or churches, but may be considered according to established district policies.
Section 7. Representation within the Executive Presbytery
(a) Nomination by Ethnic Fellowship
The nominations for one (1) Ethnic Fellowship Nonresident Executive Presbyter shall be made as follows:
Each sectional presbyter representing an ethnic fellowship and serving in the year of District Council shall be presented to the District Council as a nominee from their respective ethnic fellowship.
(b) Election by Ethnic Fellowship
For the purpose of electing an Ethnic Fellowship Nonresident Executive Presbyter, only those ethnic fellowships duly recognized in accordance with Article V, Section 8 of the Midwest District Council Bylaws shall be represented.
Co-Sponsored by Midwest District Presbytery
Submitted respectfully,
Signature: __________________________
Printed Name: _______________________
Church / Ministry: __________________
District Section: ____________________
Date: _______________________________
